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Dr. Charles Ota Heller is an American author, 

entrepreneur, businessman and academician. He was 

born in Prague and came to the US with his parents in 

1949, at the age of 13. The family settled in New Jersey.  

He earned BS and MS degrees in civil engineering from 

Oklahoma State University. He worked as an engineer for 

Douglas Aircraft Company and Bell Telephone 

Laboratories, before joining the aerospace engineering 

faculty of the US Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD. While 

at USNA, he earned a Ph.D. in engineering from The 

Catholic University of America, and he became USNA’s 

youngest-ever tenured professor. 

 

Charles Heller has had a long successful career in the 

computer industry, academia, venture capital and 

innovation.  Currently, he is President, Annapolis Capital 

Group. Previously, Dr. Heller was a General Partner of 

Gabriel Venture Partners, a bi-coastal firm investing in 

early-stage high-technology companies and Director of Athlone Global Security, an 

international venture capital firm. He was the founder and Chief Executive Officer of two 

successful software companies.  He serves on the Boards of Directors of several public, private 

and non-for-profit companies, including FBR Mutual Funds, Walden University, Chesapeake 

Innovation Center, and the New School of Architecture.  Early in his career, Dr. Heller was an 

engineer at Douglas Aircraft  Company and Bell Telephone Laboratories.    

 

In the course of his academic career, Dr. Heller was Director of Industrial Research at the 

University of Maryland College Park and, in 1990, became Director of UM’s Dingman Center for 

Entrepreneurship. He built the center into one of the top-ranked such institutions in the nation. 

In 1999, University of Maryland appointed him the first Professor of Practice in its history. He 

used taught graduate courses in entrepreneurship at the Smith School of Business and the Clark 

School of Engineering at the University of Maryland. 

 



Following the Velvet Revolution, Dr. Heller returned to his native Czechoslovakia to present 

several series of workshops on corporate management and entrepreneurship for managers of 

newly-privatized companies. 

Dr. Heller has been named Maryland Entrepreneur of the Year by Ernst&Young/INC 

Magazine/Merrill Lynch, as well  as one of The 50 Most Influential People in Southern 

Technology. He is the recipient of the highest alumni awards from Oklahoma State University 

and The Catholic University of America.  

For more than 20 years, he had been a newspaper columnist and freelance writer. He is the 

author of a memoir, which has been translated into Czech and is titled Dlouhá cesta domů, 

launched in Prague on 27 April 2011. It is anticipated that the English-language version, called 

Prague: A  Long Journey Home, will be published later in 2011. 

 


